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Setting the Standards for the Lorry Loader Industry







Record of Toolbox Talk / Staff Briefing
	Date:
	
	Topic:
	
	Conducted By:
	

	Requirement:
	Folding hook cranes should be folded and stowed using the designated stowing brackets, as per the manufacturer’s instructions.


	Reason:
	Under the Road Traffic Act, it is the sole responsibility of the driver to ensure the load and any ancillary equipment (e.g. the loader crane and any attachments) are securely stowed for travel.

To prevent uncontrolled movement during travel that could result in damage to equipment and property, as well as injury or fatality to persons and criminal prosecution for the driver.

	Requirement:


	Brick grab, clamshell or other attachments that prevent the crane from being folded - in the absence of manufacturer or employer instructions to the contrary:


	Reason:
	

	
	The loader crane should be stowed in a horizontal position over the body, with the attachment resting on the vehicle bed.  Boom extensions should be fully retracted.
	
	Retracting boom extensions minimises wear and tear on the components during travel and reduces any swing or whiplash effect on the loader crane when cornering.

	
	The attachment should be opened to its widest extent and placed so that the rails / attachment sides are running fore to aft down the vehicle body.

	
	To maximise stability of the attachment.


	
	Very importantly, the attachment should then be secured by means of a ratchet strap or equivalent. 

If the vehicle is loaded, clamping the attachment to a load is not considered as a sufficient means of security. Strapping should be used at all times.

The only exception to the strapping requirement is where the vehicle sides are designed to withstand forces caused by uncontrolled movement.

	
	Road Traffic Act requirements, as mentioned above.
Loader cranes are not designed to arrest an uncontrolled slew during travel, such as that created by a swing or whiplash effect from the forces generated when cornering.

Failure to strap down the loader crane for travel could result in uncontrolled slewing and the extremities of the vehicle being breached, leading to damaged equipment and property, as well as injury or fatality to persons and criminal prosecution for the driver.


	Requirement:


	Ratchet straps or equivalent:
	Reason:


	

	
	Must be sufficiently rated for the loader crane being secured.


	
	To ensure they can withstand the forces imposed.

	
	Should be checked before and after each use.
	
	To ensure there is no damage that could compromise the strapping’s ability to withstand the forces imposed.

	
	Should only be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.


	
	To ensure the strapping is used as intended, designed and tested. 

	
	Consider the need for protection for the strapping.  
	
	To prevent damage to the strapping caused by sharp edges that could compromise its ability to withstand the forces imposed.

	
	Dedicated lashing points should be used. Note that all lashing or anchorage points fitted to the vehicle for use with restraining straps should be designed for that purpose and marked with a load bearing capacity.

	
	To ensure the strapping is secured to the vehicle, and the lashing points can withstand the forces being imposed.

	Record of any questions raised by those present at the briefing and answers provided:

	Question:
	
	Answer:
	


I confirm that I have received this toolbox talk / staff briefing on the subject and points listed above. I understand the information provided to me and I am signing to acknowledge that I have received a copy of this document and have been informed that a copy has been placed in my employee file.
I have been shown the video titled ‘Safe Travel’.




Yes / No

I have received the leaflet titled ‘Strap Down Your Loader Crane!’


Yes / No

Name:




Signed:




Date: 
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